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Spectacle Frame having" User-replaceable Arm 
Background of the Invention 

5 In the war for a method for The present invention relates 
to spectacle frames. More particularly, although not 
exclusively, the invention relates to a spectacle frame 
having easily removable arms that can be replaced with 
other arms perhaps after damage of an arm, or for the 
10 purpose of changing the appearance of spectacles. 

It is known to connect the arms of spectacle frames to 
the lens frame or lens edge with a hinge. The hinges 
comprise a small screw that requires the use of a small 
15 screwdriver (usually by an optometrist) for the purpose 
of removal and refitting. 

Object of the Invention 

20 It is an object of the present invention to provide a 

spectacle frame having arms that can be removed without 
the need for a tool. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

25 

There is disclosed herein a spectacle frame comprising: 
a frameless lens or lens frame, 
an arm, 
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a clamp bearing upon the arm and temporarily securing 
the arm to the framelesa lene or lens frame and attached 
hingedly to an arm mounting of the framelesa lens or lens 
frame . 

Preferably the clamp comprises a. hinge plate at one side 
of the arm that is connected by a pivot pin to the arm 
mounting of the frameless lens or lens frame , and a clip 
at the other side of the arm co-operating with the hinge 
plate. 

Preferably the arm has a transverse aperture therethrough 
and the clip has a tab that extends into the aperture. 

Preferably the arm has an end recess adjacent to the 
aperture and the clip has a spacer that extends into the 
recess . 

Preferably the hinge plate has a stopper that extends into 
the recess of the arm alongside the spacer. 

Preferably the clip has an extension that bears against 
the arm mounting to define a pivot limit of the arm. 


Brief Description of the Drawings 


A preferred form of the present invention will now be 
described by way of example with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a schematic perspective illustration of a 
lens frame having an arm attached thereto by a clamp, and 

Figure 2 is a schematic parts -exploded perspective view 
of the lens frame, arm and clamp of Figure 1. 

Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

In the accompanying drawings there is depicted 
schematically a spectacle frame 10- The frame 10 
comprises a lens frame 12 and an arm 11 attached to an 
arm mounting 22 of the lens frame 12 by a clamp 24. 

Clamp 24 comprises a hinge plate 14 having a pair of 
eyelets 15 through which a pin 16 extends to hingedly 
attach the hinge plate 14 to corresponding eyelets 18 
extending from the arm mounting 22 of the lens frame 12 . 
The hinge plate 14 has a stopper 21 projecting therefrom. 

The arm 11 has a transverse aperture 19 near its proximal 
end at which there is a recess 23. 


There is a clip 17 having a tab 26 that extends into the 
aperture 19 of the arm 11. The clip 17 also has a spacer 
2 5 extending inwardly therefrom. The stopper 21 of the 
hinge plate 14 extends into the recess 19 of the arm 11. 
The spacer 2 5 fits into a recess 23 at the end of the arm 
11. The clip 17 also includes an extension 20 that bears 
against the arm mounting 2 2 of the lens frame 12 to 
define a pivotal limit of the arm 11. The spacer 25 and 
stopper 21 together fill the gap between the arm mounting 
22 and arm 11. This provides a rigid hinge connection, 
whereas the tab 2 6 is retained resiliently within the 
aperture 19 to maintain contact force therewith and 
thereby maintain rigidity between the clamp and the arm. 

The lens frame 12 and arm 11 can be formed of plastics or 
metal and the hinge plate 14 and clip 17 might similarly 
be formed of plasties or metal. The pin 16 would 
typically be made of metal. 

The hinge plate 14 , pin 16 and clip 17 would generally be 
a permanent fixture to the arm mounting 22 , whereas the 
arm 11 would be a replaceable item. 

The user might have a number of differently fashioned 
arms and clips to attach as desired or alternatively, a 
broken arm 11 can readily be replaced by the user upon 
purchase of a replacement part without the use of tools. 


It should be appreciated that modif ications and 
alterations obvious to those skilled in the art are not 
to be considered as beyond the scope of the present 
invention. For example, departure can be made from the 
precise configuration of the clamp is depicted in the 
drawings . 


